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Live Watch Event
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Conductors:
Guests:
Artistic Advisor:

Heather Waid and Lynn Stevens
Dr. Ben Johns, Steven Johnson, and Eliseo Paniaqua
David Vanderbout

Here Comes The Sun

Allegro, Brio, Crescendo, and Dolce of the Sacramento
Children’s Chorus with guests Steven Johnson, Dr. Ben
Johns, and Eliseo Paniaqua
Tuesday, May 18th, 2021 at 7:00pm

Welcome and Announcements
Fall Plans
Allegro & Brio
Antiphonal Alleluia
Inscription of Hope

John Leavitt
Z. Randall Stroope

Crescendo & Dolce
Will There Really Be a Morning
Siyahamba
			

Arr. Craig Hella Johnson
Arr. Henry Leck

Special Presenter - Dr. Ben Johns
Red Rose
Arr. Ben Johns
Special Presenters - Steven Johnson and Eliseo Paniaqua
Give Us Hope by Jim Papoulis
Arr. Francisco J. NuÑez
Ad Astra (To the Stars...) 		
Jacob Narverud
Senior Rose Presentation
Norah Finney, Ambrosia Holland, Milo Schwartz
Closing and Thank you
Full Choir
Here Comes the Sun

George Harrison
Arr. Mac Huff

A special heartfelt “Thank you” to: St John’s Lutheran Church: Steven Johnson, Eliseo Paniagua,
John Boloni, Jane Lewis, and Juli Amerine. And to our guest presenters: Michael Aoun, Dr. Ben
Johns, Steven Johnson, and Eliseo Paniagua, who shared their time and talent with our singers.
And to our Artistic Consultant: David Vanderbout for his artistic guidance. And our admin staff.
Lastly, thank you to the creators and compilers of this program and presentation: Michael Aoun and
Stephanie Birdsell.
Thank you Jessica Suderman who was our Training Choir Director for the last 3 years.  We wish her luck in
her future endeavors.

Director’s Notes,
Welcome to our end-of-the-year showcase! Despite the challenges of a year on Zoom, our Crescendo
and Dolce singers rose to the occasion and continued to make beautiful music even though we were
not able to sing together in our usual way. This spring, we had even more opportunities to record music for our virtual choir, and I was very impressed by their professionalism and preparedness each time
we went in to record. In addition to this, our singers had the opportunity to work with Dr. Ben Johns
three times, the first learning about our rich musical tradition of Gregorian chant, and then later on
getting to try out a new recording technology that he helped develop.
I know we all are looking forward to being in person again, but I am very proud of the work these
singers have put in this year, and am grateful for their perseverance as we navigated the challenges of
distance learning and technology. Please enjoy the music we present to you today!
- Heather Waid

I have had the pleasure of working with the very talented singers of Allegro and Brio this past month.
We have worked preparing their songs for the end of the year virtual concert: Here Comes the Sun,
rehearsing Here Comes the Sun by the Beatles, Antiphonal Alleluia by John Leavitt and Inscription
of Hope arr. by Z. Randall Stroope. In conjunction with this last song we have discussed what gives
the singers hope, joy, inspiration after this difficult year of the pandemic. We have looked briefly at
the Holocaust art work and poetry of the children shut in a camp during that time of WWII, much
like the isolation we have all endured this past year. I also tasked each of them to come up with their
own art work regarding hope to be displayed at the concert. We also explored the elements of music:
rhythm, melody, harmony, form and the expressive elements as experienced in each song, particularly
the rhythmic concept of syncopation. We continued vocal exercises to develop the voice and practiced
some sol-fegor the reading of musical intervals around the diatonic scale. They had the experience of
recording their parts for each song, and I look forward to a fun and heartfelt concert!
- Lynn Stevens

Our Singers
Allegro & Brio

Crescendo

Dolce

Katie Sue Amerine
Lily Barber
Kasturi Mayuri
Katierose McWilliams
Prairie Rose Parsell
Eleanor Smith
Raleigh White
Mason Wong

Isabel Arguelles
Kayla Asada
Marion Bahm
Sofia Contreras
Lily Kilgore
Salome Ospina
Natalie Park
Ruth Smirnov
Bianca Tidwell
Grace Trivedi
Eliza Young

Alazé Benson
Maddie Corcoran
Norah Finney
Elizabeth Forgang
Yamilet Garcia
Ambrosia Holland
Emily Martin
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Staff and Board

Sacramento Children’s Chorus - Our Artistic Staff

LYNN STEVENS former artistic director, and co-founder of the

Sacramento Children’s Chorus, has over forty years of experience in
teaching choral music to children. Ms. Stevens received a Bachelor
of Arts in Music from the University of Southern California, and a
Master of Music in Choral Conducting from California State University, Sacramento. It was during her master’s program that Ms. Stevens co-founded the Sacramento Children’s Chorus with Dr. Donald
Kendrick, 22 years ago.
During her ten year at SCC she focused on the high school choir
and the advanced touring choir; leading the tour choirs internationally to many different countries for 20 years. Until the pandemic
Ms. Stevens was on the faculty of the music department at CSUS
teaching choral conducting. Ms. Stevens received the Arts & Business Council’s 2010 Arts Educator of the Year Award. Before founding the SCC Ms. Stevens enjoyed a
performing career after college when she sang professionally and traveled internationally with the Ray
Conniff Singers, The Norman Luboff Choir, and with The Carpenters.

HEATHER WAID is a highly sought-after pianist and vocalist,

known particularly for her exceptional collaborative skills. Born
in Sacramento, she received Master of Fine Arts degrees in both
Collaborative Piano Performance and Vocal Performance from
Notre Dame de Namur University, as well as a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Humanities & Religious Studies with a minor in Music
from California State University, Sacramento. Heather has previously studied piano with Dr. Lorna Peters and Pat Constantine,
collaborative piano with Daniel Lockert, organ with Rexphil Rallanka, voice with Dr. Lee Strawn, and vocal coaching with Louise
Costigan-Kerns. Heather is the artistic director and co-founder
of the Empire Arts Collective Pop Choir for which she both conducts and arranges music.
In addition to this, she co-hosts the Music Untapped podcast with fellow musician Chris Langton, as
well as forming one half of the musical duo Music by Chroma alongside vocalist Michael Strelo-Smith.
She is the accompanist and vocal coach for the Sacramento City College Music Department and accompanist for Light Opera Theatre of Sacramento. Heather maintains a private piano and voice studio, and
also composes original music; most notably her piece, “Countdown,” written for elite women’s vocal
ensemble Vox Musica, premiered in February 2017 featuring world-renowned Bay Area percussionist
Laura Inserra and was highlighted in a segment of “Insight” on Capital Public Radio.

Sacramento Children’s Chorus - Our Guest Presenters

BEN JOHNS is a Sacramento native who grew up performing

in a total of 22 productions with the Sacramento Opera, Sacramento Music Circus, and the Sacramento Theater Company. He
earned his doctorate in conducting with a minor in pedagogy
from the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York, then
moved to Los Angeles where he is now Artistic Director of the
Torrance Civic Chorale and co-director of the Men In Blaque.
From 2003-2016, he worked with the professional vocal ensemble, Chanticleer, as a tenor and as their Director of Education.
Ben established Chanticleer’s first National Youth Choral Festival in 2010 - a project which involved
over 500 high school musicians from Virginia to Hawaii, saw the birth of Chanticleer’s elite LAB Choir
program, and culminated in a series of performances at Davies Symphony Hall in San Francisco, CA.
The Chanticleer LAB Choir grew fast under Ben’s leadership. The group performed at the 2012 Berkeley Early Music Festival. Under his direction, Chanticleer’s education program won Chorus America’s
Education Outreach Award. Dr. Johns continues to sing and teach voice professionally. As an auxiliary
member of the Los Angeles Master Chorale, he sang bass on the soundtrack of “Star Wars: The Rise of
Skywalker” under the baton of John Williams.

STEVEN JOHNSON is currently the Director of Music Mu-

sic at St, John’s Lutheran Church. Steven has recently made the
shift to becoming a “virtual conductor” and recording session
technician! “We are discovering new ways to connect with
each other, and more importantly, ourselves, in these socially
distanced times.” One of Steven’s greatest musical gifts is in
bringing people together to share their talents while uplifting
the greater good of the community. He is thrilled to be a part of
this interactive virtual magical music making experience!

Sacramento Children’s Chorus - Guest Presenter

ELISEO PANIAGUA is currently the Assistant Direc-

tor of Worship and Music at St. John’s Lutheran Church
in Downtown Sacramento. Before this, Eliseo was a K-8th
grade band and choir teacher in the San Juan Unified
School District. Eliseo is an avid Tuba player and currently
serves as Principal Tuba player for the Auburn Symphony.
He has enjoyed playing and singing in numerous groups
and in various locations (Carnegie Hall in NY and JFK
Performing Arts Center in DC!); but he says the greatest
joy he gets comes from working with children, especially
in music and helping them to realize their fullest potential
in the arts!

Sacramento Children’s Chorus - Artistic Advisor

DAVID VANDERBOUT is the Choral Director at El Camino

Fundamental High School. Now in his ninth year at the high
school, David has expanded the choral program and developed
the multiple choirs into award-winning ensembles. Under his
direction, the choirs have received top ratings at festivals, toured
extensively, and served as ambassadors for the high school in
both the local Sacramento community and abroad. David also
directs the choral program at Arden Middle School. David received his Master of Music in Choral Conducting and Bachelor
of Music in Music Education from California State University,
Sacramento. In addition to his teaching duties, David performs
regularly as both a soloist and in ensembles throughout the region.

Thank you to Our Seniors

Thank you to Our Donors
Annual Fund
Big Day of Giving
Michael Aoun - SCC Alumni
Stephanie Birdsell -  of Stephanie Ren Design, SCC Alumni

A special thank you to Beth Steele, Office Manager and Daphne Tom Quist, Executive Director. Their determination, years of experience and dedication has been invaluable to this
organization.

